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To the right Worſhipfull Sir Iohn- 
Grange, Knigbt;one of his Mateſties 
[uſtices of the Peace and Quorum, in 
the County of A_— and to that 
right vertuous, the dy Katherine 
tas wifegall earthly and heauen- 
ly truce happineſſe, _ 
SN this dengerons time of Peſti= 


. 


DS 5 lencegragmg in this our Mother 


| AY | City, «fd plates adracemt, it 
Ol A che 6/04, a ſomcemer 
WT) I rn Rowe, Paycorum viee 
ICI) tus cuntta Rome FREE. 
Knight, being one of thts pancuty, incumbet on your 
office in theſe places, enen alont Molcs-like, from 
the Morning to the Entuing, bearing the burthen of 
the people, 1m bearing, deciding, endir * their coun 
frowerſres , mayntaymng the vertnous, ex punfomg 
the maleſattors; and hke 4 broad Fig treeſuſtay- 
mg the weake and little ſhrubs, makong ſhaddoWy to 
the weary, gwing fruite to the hungry) and bearing 
your ſcife ſtrongly agginſ} all peruerſe cx importune 
winds of contradittons and diſt our agements, yea, 
ſowing vert ue ,andreaping faint; with gritfe bans 
ſeene,and well doeknow, that it might jd ſaydyet 


azayne (notwithſtanding Gods renealed wrath and 
ſ:arpe pumſhments) as ſometimes it wat of Rome? 
2 Moribus 
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Matibys antiquis res ftarRomana viriſque . 


USay 3 fayethy If ehau jeef} atree deeth 
bearg uf Fn 
c 


e c4nſe 18.in the root, The cauſe of 

the barren axes of the peoples trees, andiber 
411.8035 ( . , 

vayne Words , ava abominab e workes, 1 take it to 


' be want of Rehgion, and Neutrality in Religion ; 1 


haue therefore made choyce of thu text , 

Wherefore lemtitle this booke, A_Nicke tor Neu 
eers, becauſe (hes onr age hath brought forth many 
radon Polypus, and yayne ayre-full Came 

ons. 1 hedwmme eAngelsof our Churches baue 
bene vilipendea, God bath bene effended, and ont 
CHy grienonſly puniſhed, = i 

: F Gi danert hu future ſurther-plagues, cr ture 
bis Inſtice into mercy, and giue v3 grace by repene 
rance to meet wh) te twdgements, T be Lord({irie 
2p the beart, arg bleſſe with all wiſdowe, cur pru- 
dent” Acxroding, zalomon: inſpire with bes ſpirits 
asd gine fit ability & cunning to Bezalcel, er A» 
holiab, t0' premore the —_ of the Tabernacle, 
God rayſe vpleſpectally now)truſiy Chula, provider 
Toſeph, andinſt Samuel, bo/d Elias, p/ayne lohn 
the Baptiſt, if a»s Paul, and feeding Peter : and 
extirpate arid explode wicked Achitophel , co- 
#etous Tudas;blind Elywas, ard paltry Magus, 
«ndgraunt, that the Fig leaues of authority, paren» 
bage, ſelfe-lomeflattery, diſſembling,and fand fan- 
eres way bepnlld off from Madam Placeiitia: of 

Ie 


Dedicatory. 


the noble Laly Verona may ſbew ber linignents, 
in vninueſted ex vnobſcured nakgdnes: ſothat With 
circumciſed bearts and catechiz:dſoulcs wr my ee 
uery one bring the Arke of God into our houſes, 
while we may; that our houſes may be bleſſed, as 
thoſe bauſes were where the Arke was: and that this 
famans City with the Suburbs, «nd adioyning P.x= 
reſhes ,now after their late ſorrowfull/17hing of that 
Hei milt, quanta de fpe decidi, »4y (4s it was 
fayd of Chriſt) guſtare polt tella tauos, 2 rhe 
gloryof God,the Church, Common wealth, and our 
prinate good, eAnd 45 by good deſert induced, 'it is 
my boaunden duty, T beſeechthe moſt Higheſt, to 
ſreach out bis band of protefion, cx defend,receiue 
vnder theconerture of bis wings,and preſerne your 
Worſhip and your vertnoue Lady, With thoſe toward 
Imps,your tw? gracious ſaunes, modeſt courteous 
dwhters; and to ſend with this my Newsyeeres 
gift (ſuch as 1 bauc togine) which 1 commend vnto 
you,muany new yeerts, and continual new and truc 
toyes, benedihions and graces temporal, corporall, 
ſpirunall, celeftiall, and eternal, for his Chriſtes 
fake, Amen, 


Your Worſhips in the Lord, 


Thomas Burt, 
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14 CAndwvonto the Angel of the Church 
of the Laodiceans, write, T Fheſe things-ſayth 
CA men, the faithſull and true witne(ſe $hat be- 
ginning of the creatures of God, 

15 1know thy works, that thou art neyther 
cold nor hote: I would thou wereſt cold or bote. 

16 Therefore becauſe thou art luke-warme, 
and neither cold nor hote, it will come to paſſe, 
that I ſhall ſpue thee out of my mouth: 

17 For thou [ayeſt,l am rich,and increaſed 

with goods, and haue neede of nothing , and 

knowe#t not, that thou art wretched, and miſc- 
. rable,and poore, and blind, and naked. 


>= ASS O ſpeake briefly of ſome, 

JT: A/and pretermit other cir 
# Z-4cumitices: I he Pen-man 
SF. of this prophecy through- 
1 SI[out the whole booke of 
the Reuelation is /obx,that 


diaine Eagle, Eagle of divineneſle, one of 
q 4 the 
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the Lambes twelue Apoſtles, The time 
when,on the Lords day, 4poc. 1-10.called 
the firſt day of the weeke. 1.Cor.6,2. 

The obſervation of this ſeuenth day is of 
divine inſtitution, & fo hath bin from the 
beginning. ads 20.7. It isnaturall,morall 
and perpetual]. God bleſſed the ſexenth dy, 
and hallowed it, The place, in the ile of 
Pathmos, lying in the zgeanſeca, wiither 
Tobs was exiled by Domitian,the Romane 
Emperour,aboutthe yereof our T ord 96. 
forthe Words ſake,and for the tefimony 
of leſus Chriſt, Apoe. 1.9, The Perſons to 
whom,areall the ſeruants of God, .ypoc. 1. 
r, Although butſenen Churches arc men- 
tioned, yet vnder them, all others are con- 
tayned, 

The true end and vſe of this booke, is 
to publiſh ro the world all things heerein 
corained,as they muſt be orderly tulilled, 
cuentothe endot the world, Cap. 1.1. 
This Bookeof theReuclation may ficly 
be deuided into three viſions, as it were 
intothree generall parts. The firſt viſion, 
contained inthe three firſt Chapters, The 
hb iecCn ds 
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{-cond,in the next eyght Chapters, from 
the fourth to the tweltth. And the lat 
viſion, contayned inall the conſequent 
Chapters, fromthe twelfth, tothe end, 

This Chapter then is part of the firſt 
viſion, & containeth ſeuen Epiilles writren 
to the ſeuen Churches of Afta, whercin 
the preſent eſtate of the Churches of Aſia, 
is maſt liucly defcribed, and in them the 
eſtate of all the Churches then militant on 
the face of the cart, 

Fourc things are contained in euery one 
of thele Epiltlcs, 

Firſt,an Exordium or entrance into the 
matter. Secondly, a generall propolition, 
Thirdly,a narrati6, Fourthly,a concluſion. 

TheExordium contayacth rwo things 
in eucry Epiſtle, Firft,the perſon to whom, 
Secondly, the perſon from whom this E- 
piſtle is written. 

The propolition and concluſion, is in 
cuery Epiſtle one andthe (anc. 

The narration put between them both, 
confiſteth of praiſe and diſpray{e, admo- 
hitions, reprehenftons, threates and pro- 
miſes, This 
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Thistextthen conſiſterh of three parts 


of this Epiſtle, written to the Laodiceans, 
thelaſt of the ſeuen Churches, Firſt, of 


 Trexordifi, noting vnto whom it is writ- 


ren, intheſe words, And vnto the Angell of 
the Charch of the Laodiceans write. Sccond- 
ly, of the perſon from whom it is ſent, 
which is here deſcribed by three Maieſti- 
call titles, Firſt, he is called _Amey, ob- 


ſerued intheſe words, Theſe things ſayth | 


Amen, Secondly, T he faithſull and true 
witneſſe. Thirdly, T he beginning of the crea- 
tures of God, 

The propoſition is the ſame as inthe o- 
ther Epiſtles, 7 know thy works, 

This Narration coatayneth, Firſt, are- 
prehenſion for a crime, which is, 10 be ney- 


ther cold,nor hote. Secondly, A demon- 


ſtration of the cauſe of the crime, which 
is, worldly riches, and ſpiritvall pouerty, 
in theſe words, For thouſayeſt, [amrich,c+c, 
Thirdly, The chreatning, which is, of pu- 
niſhment, T herefore becauſe &c. it will come 
#0 paſſe, that 7 ſhall ſpue thee out of my mouth. 

Of the generall propofition, / know thy 


works : 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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works: [ have lately, before many right" 
reuerend and learned,already intreated,as "24 
alſo of the firſt part of this Exordium, to 
whom this Epiſtle was written. 

Now reſterh (Right Honourable, right 
Reverend, Worſhipfull, and beloued , 
that I ſpeake of the reſt of theſe parts, ta- 
king the words in orderastheylye, And 
firſt, of the Maieſticall titles here giuento 
our Sauiour Chriſt : Thus ſayth Amen. 


ll 
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Firſt, heis called Amen. 


His word _Amemn,isa ſtrange kind of 

ſpeach inthe beginning: for weare 

wont to end with the ſame word 
that we now begin. So as it may ſeeme 
by this beginning, that we make an cnd, 
when we doe begin: and by this conti- 
nuing,to begin agayne, when wee haue 
made an end; as though wee had neuer 
madean end, and neuerbegun, Yctin this 
is no prepaſterous ſpeaking, if we markea 
divine beginning: for the order of this 
ſpeach declareth the etficacie of his name, 


and 


— 
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and the cffeftualnes of thenrme,the Ma- 
telty of th: Sonne of God, whoſe Name 
itis, For as Ames i; herein order firſt;and 
otherwhere laſt, it reſembleth his nature, 
as heis called, a.41. 4. Primus & nouiſ(i- 

Hs; Thefrftandchelaſt, And as Aw 


beginneth, and eAmznenderh : lo is hee 


alwell calied, Rex. 1,8. Alpha, the begin» 
ning; as Omeea, the ending. 

And as 4menis onewordiin all FURUES 
oes: fo i; he one and the ſam? in all his 
Saints. 

Amen, as Arttius noteth, is vox approe 
bantis fore: a word, ratifyiog and willint 
a thing to be; (oro ratify and lay Ames t:> 
all, before any thing be done at all; an.i 
wita whom all things are done, as ſoote 
as he {ayth Ames, Pſel. 33+9. He [pake, and 
it was done; he commuunded, andit ſtood, 

Andas Amer is the end  aniſhing, and 
laſt additioatog{l ſayings.s foishe ſaydto 

be the finiſher of our fayth, Heb.12.2. t . 

As the Hebrue word A4mz2n, figaiheth 
vero, certo:proculdubto : (0 ishe layd to hee 
Amen,twQo maner of ways, 


Firlt, 
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Firſt, in reſpe of Gods promiſe, For 
2.Cor,1.20, Allthe promiſes of God, in him 
are Tea, andare in him Amen, vnto the glory 
of God, throagh vs: that is, are {caled ſure 
and firme, confirmed in him ,. through 
Gods good will rowardsvs in Chriſt le- 
ſus, Mat.3-17. T his is my welbeloued Sonne, 
in whom I emmell pleaſed. Witneſling, that 
though God was diſpleaſed for our finnes 
ſake, yet he.is well pleaſed, and his wrath 
appeaſed for his Sonnes fake. For with- 
our him, we cannotattayne to Gods pro- 
miſe. Therefore is hecalled our peace, 
Epheſ.2.14. and ovr bond, Rom.8.36. 

Secondly, in reſpeR of the trueth of 
his natures. For how could be performed 
the worke of the worlds expiation,vnleſle 
he had bene both God andman? Man, 
to be borne vnder the Lawe: God, to 
tulfHthe Lawe, Man, to ſuffer; and God, 
to OUErcome, 

Loe then, how this word Amen cxpreCl. 


| ferh his nature, whilcſt ieſerterh him forth 


to be the ſtability of ail his promiſes, Amer, 
that is to ſay, that God; that verity, that is 
eternity; 
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eternity; that man,thatisthe ſeatof mercy; 
thatnature,that ischarity; that power,that 
is viory; that peace,that is vnity;that life, 
that is felicity; being crternall, withour be- 
ginning; cuerlaſting, without ending; infi- 
nite in himſelfe; the firſt and the laſt; vene- 
rable in his Saints, as a Bride in her orna- 
ments; amiable in his Church, as a father 
in his charge; infallible in his word, as a 
preporent performer 3 admirable in his 
works,as an Almighty Redeemer;imperial 
inthe heauens, asa ſoueraign Commaun- 
der; ineſtimable in the world, as an incx- 
hauſtiblerreaſure of all the gitts and graces 
of God. 


YO — _— 


T he faithful and true witneſſe, 


Erethe latrerexpoundeththe former, 
Chriſt rhe tairhfull and true wirnefle 
of God, which declareth to vs faychtully 
the true will of God : for in Scripture 
Godis fer forth to be the incoprehenſible 


mind, and the Sonne;, his diuinc and hea- 
uenly 
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nenly word: becauſe, asthe inward mind 
is made knowne by the vocallword,ſothe 
will of God is reueyled by his Sonne, Mar, 
I 1.27. Andinthis ſence he is amen inre- 
ſpec of vs: in the other he is TAmen, in 
reſpe& of God; for that he performeth the 
word of God,and carrieth it as an Ambal=- 
ſage to vs, as heere he commeth from hea- 
uen,and witneſlſeth ro men their vnkindnes 
and cold affeion to God 1 and therfore 
to furniſh himſelfe, afſumeth theſe adiu- 
mets of credit, wherwith men oughtto be 
prepared,when by the {way of an othe the 
truth inballance ought to be poyled, T he 
firſt is faith, T he ſecond,truth, The third, 
knowledge, Fayth, for integrity; truth,for 
equity; knowledge,for certainty : for that 
euery ſuch witnefſe muſt know the marter 
in queſtion, withour doubting, ſpeake that 
he knoweth, without lying, and continue 
fayrhfull, without corrupting. Adhibends 
eſt fides, ne teſlimonium wioletur ; veritas,ne 
mendacy arguitur ; cognitio , ne ignorantia 
aberremus, Theſe 3. properties arederiued 
from the tongue, from the keart,and from 


the 
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the cqnſcience; he muſt ſpeake what he; 


knoweth, know what he thinkth, thinke 
in heart what hee knowerh; by meancs 
whereof theſe three parts in man,giue duo 
honorto God: The conſcience, by teſti- 
fying; the heart, by ratifying; the tongue, 
by ſpecifying thetruth, which is required 
of three perſor<, Firſt,of God, Secondly, 
of the Indge. Thirdly , of the innocent. 

For God looketh on the heart: the Iudge 
trieth by the rongue $ and the innocent 

hangeth on the conſcience. So that heere 

weſce threenotable afliſtants to confirme 

credit. Firſt, an voright conſcience. Se- 
condly, a faithful hearr, Thirdly, a true 
and fincere rongue: By whole iult teſti. 
mony of the trath, Gods honour is confir- 
med,the Iudge is informed,and the wrong 
is reformed. 

Bur if faith, truth,and knowledge beſo 
neceflary.ina witneſſe of credit; what ma- 
ncrof-perfons are they, that for fayth, pro» 
ducefalſhood;forrruth, lyes;and auouch 
their owne knowledge, contrary to their 


owne conſcience : and fo brinz a guilty 
con 
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conſcience, a falſe heart, and perjured 
rongue to the folemne Indgement ſeatc, 
where that high God doeth fit as chiete 
Preſident, ang the Iudge,as his authorized 
Lieutenant, to heareand tryc,&c, 2. Chro. 
I'9.6. 

Whereby it followerh, that the falſe 
ſwearing wrerch dothnot onely ye to the 
Maicefty of God, but #tfo in alive him to 
witnetle, brings forth the eucrliving God, 
ro raintaynec that his lye istrue 3 and ſo 
makes the God of trueth(as farre as in him 
is)robe his ſtale to betray the trueth, his 
aſcociate in the villany, his conſortin the 
intury,thecolour of histrechery,andcoun- 
tenance of his periury. 

Wherfore, ſeeing they beguile men vn- 
der the name of God, and makethe bleſ- 
ſed God their curſed meanesro bring their 
wickedneſfe ro end : asthey in the higheſt 
degreeabule the foucraigne good, and ſo 
commir,of all others, the moſt haynous 


crime: ſo doe they merit,of all others,the 


moſt gricuous payne, 
A Lamen- 
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Lamentable examples whereof haue 

bene ihewed to this wreeched world, 
HMelanion reporteth, #b.4.. of one 0- 
#ho, Biſhop of Mogunce, that he was, for 
wilfull periury, firſt trooken by thunder- 
dynt from heauen, and afterwards carryed 
by Deuils viſibly to hell, who yelling out 
as they went, this audible cry, Sic /nuendo, 
lues, atg, ruendo, rues; gaue their warnings 
to ſuch miſerable miſcreants, to take heed 
of GODS all-ſceing eye, and ſeuereſt 
Indgement, | 
Euſebius maketh mention, 6þ.6.cap.8, 
of three falſe varlets, accuſing Nerciſsus, 
Biſhop of Teruſalem, by falſe othes, ma- 
king ſeuerall imprecations againſt them- 
ſclues, to confirme their affirmation : the 
firſt, that hee mought bee burnt with fire; 
the ſecond, that bee mought be conſumed 
to death; the third, that hee moughtnot 
ſee the light (if their teſtimony were not 
truc) that the firſt was conſumed with 
burning; the ſecond, waſted with py- 
ning; and the third madc blinde with 
weeping. 


AM Nicke for Neuters.” . 
weeping, 

In howe deepe deteſtation (thinke 
you) docth the LORD hate thiscrime, 
fince hee himſelfe doeth in the Lawe, 
Numb,5,11, ſet downe the puniſhment, 
by an Oracle from heauen , and infli& 
it with a miracle from earth, inſoinuch 
that, in women, that forſware their in- 
continency , thoſe parts that offended, 
with ſwelling and rottenneſle periſhed ? 

For ſecing that by periury, GOD 
bimſelfe is diſhonoured, trueth abiured, 
conſcience defiled, Iudgement deluded, 
Magiſtracie abuſed, the innocent con- 
demned, the guilty abſolucd, the righ- 
teous wronged, and wrong-doers ad- 
uaunced; what maruayle, if God bee 
thereby moſt highly offended, when the 
world thereby is in perill to bee con- 
founded? 

Falſe witneſlc and periury, is the ſpearc 
and ſhield of all iniury , the throne .and 
Crowne of all villaay, the ſtayne and 
ſhame of picty , the ſcumme and fome = 
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of fallacic, the founder of iniquityzand | 
confounder of integrity. In whome, ' 
amongſt all other ilt praiſes, this is moſt | 
deteſtable, they worke all their falſhood, | 
vnder a colour of trueth, and compaſſe | 
all their wrongs, vnder the maſke of | 
doing right, and performe all maner of | 
iniquity , vnder the veſture of Chriſtian | 
duety, 
{s not an othe the ftabliſher of all | 
tructh, determiner of all ſtrife, the trycr | 
of all right, the diſcoverer of all falſhood, | 
the ground of all judgement, the end of ! 
all comrouerhte, the witneſle of all righ- 
tcouſneſſe rowards men, and of all feare | ' 
and worſhip towards God? Dewt.6.13, | | 
T hon ſhalt feare the Lord God & ſerue him,and | | 


ſmeare by his 'name,grc, Dew, 19. 15. One | 


witneſſe ſhall not riſe a24inft « man for any | 
rrepaſe fer any ſinne,or for any fault that hee 
offenaerh in, but at the mouth of two or three | \ 
witneſſes ſhall the matter be eſtabliſhed, Mat. | c 
28. 16. That by the mouth of two or three wit- | x 
meſſes,curry word may be confirmed, Heb.6.16. | t 


An 
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d | Anothe for confirmation, is amongſt them an 
e, , enlof all trife.ler, 4.2. And thos ſhalt ſwzave, 
ft | The Lordliacth,in truth in indgcment, and in 
d, | righteouſnes, 
fle' If fo; what tryall can bee of tructh, 
of | what invention to find our fraud, what 
of | SanQuary to ſuccourright, whart refuge 

| to reſcue wrong, what end of Lawe, 
! what vſe of Tuſtice, what Indzement 
all | fate, what Princes throne, whar credic 
er | in men, what regard of God, it the re- 
d, | uerend and facred religion of an othe 
of | fall to ground? 
h-' Afluredly, theſe falſe and forſworne 
re | Vipers doc more hurt by vayled villany, 
3, |} then docth the enemy by armed hoſti- 
#d | lity; pcrſonared in Synoy, 
ne | —=C opti dolis, periuriq arie Synonts, 
”y | uns neg, Tydides neg; Leriſcens Achilles, c. 
"ee | Synons pcriured tongue wrought more 
ree | woe, and ſhed more bloud, then #- 
#. | chifles percing launce. The one com- 
#- | merh into the field, like a man; the 0- 


G. | ther into the Court, with falſhood, 
1n A} Ike 
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like a.Deuill: the one, with weapon in 
hand; the other, with poyſon in heart : 
this ſtriketh his priuate enemy with the | 
ſword; that, the publike Magiſtrate with 
deceyt: this man impugneth his mortall ' 
foe; that beaſt repugneth the ſacred lawes 
and iudgement ſcat of God; he,torepell | 
the conceyued iniury; this, to ouerthrow *' 
TIuſtice,trueth,and equity : fothe one doth 
aſsault with valour and magnanimity;and 
the other deceive by ſacriledge and trea- 
chery. | 
But what doe I compare them to men 
at Armes, with their villany who goe (if 
it were poſſible)bcyond the deuil himſelfe | 
inthis wicked witchery? 
Meds confeſleth,that ſhe could by the * 
helpe of Hecate, Ripis mirantibus, axes in | 
fontes redire ſuos facere, by her incantation, 
make Rivers runne backwards againe into 
their fountaines,turne {treames backward, | 
and roots of trees vpwards; a thing very | 
prodigious, But theſe, by their inchaun- | 
ting periury, can doe a great deale more 
then ' 
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in | thenthat for whereas ſhce could onely 
-: | inchaunt by her charmes,- riuers, hilles, 
3e | woods, herbes, ſtones and trees; theſe 
th | can bewitch equity, trueth, Indgement, 
Il ! knowledge, and authority; and by their 
es | blacke arte curne them fo contrary, thar 
1 , theycan transforme good into ill, light 
w © intodarkenes, truthintofalſhood, equity 
th into 1niury, verity into vanity, authority 
1d into tyranny; make the defender the de- 
2x-  ftroyer of the world, and tranſmure the 
| coinfort of men into confuſion. 
*n Wherefore, alchough they both ab- 
if © uſe the Name of God; the one by (or. 
fe | cery, the other by periury : both defile 
Gods creatures; the one by conturing, 
16 | the other by abiuring ; both worke won- | 
in | ders in the eye of the world; one vader 
the viſor of piety, the other by open in- 
'o | Iquity: Yet in this, the Coniurer doeth 
d, | inuocate the dcuill, the Periarer, the 
ry Name of God; this infe&eth the carth, 
n. | that infeſteth the heauens; this worketh 
re | an corporall bodies , that on ſpirituall 
en | A 4 minds; 
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minds;this on trees & herbs, that on ſtares | 
and Cities: the one oppoſeth his wicked- 
neſle againſtrhe _ of this world, the 


other his deuiliſhn 
of God- 

No doubr,the very damned Witches are 
ſo muchtheleſſe in their doings haynous, 
then the perjured Swayne, as it is more 
impious to abuſc the inviolable Maicſty 
of G OD, then the ſubtill Deuill; and 


thoſe heauenly treaſures,then rhe earthly * 
creatures; For when hee hath done all ' 


this miſchicte, hee maketh che iuſt God 


his cloake, to coucr all his abominations: \ 


Sothathe infeeth the very heauens with 
the breath of his mouth; the very ayre, 


withthe venome of his rongue; and ſar | 
mounterheuen yery hell, with the malice | 


of hishean, 

Ocarth, carth, carih! corruption, for 
touleneſle; carrion, for viteneſſe;fleth, for 
frayleneflc, how dareſt thou ſay ro Gods 
molt ſacred Maicfty, Couer my periury: 
and to that inuiolable Verity, Be a ſhad- 
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dow tro my lye: and to the Iudge of all 
righteouſneffe, Bee my copeſmarc in wic- 
kednefle ? 

Was there euer {inne of ſuch a ſhame- 


| lefle face, obſtinate heart, yron-finewed 


Im 


"ImL +427 


Tab <. 


necke, and brazen brow, as to ſay to the 
Searcher of the heart, and Tryer of the 
reynes, Witneſle my witneſle to bee true, 
when he lyerh in his heart > O incredible 
impudency! ſurpaſhng Ty:/0» in oppro- 
briouſnes; Gorgon, in prodigiouſnes; and 
Cyclops, in contemptuouſnes: yea, the 
Deuill himſelfe in wickednefle, according 
to that ſaying, Nor audet Stygias, Pluto 
tentere, quod audet Periuras, The Deuill 
for feare doth quaking ſtand, toſee what 
periury takes in hand, Yet though the 
crime bee neuecr ſo haynous, and thepu- 
niſhment neuer ſo grieuous, too roo 
many care no more for falle ſwearing 


and pertury, then in maner of a common 


courtelie, 
I rue to rhinke,that , @s in duty I am 
bound to ſpeake; and I would ro GOD, 
I 
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I might bee ſilent with ſafety: but ſceing | a: 
the burthen of duty is layd on my backe; | ic 
that I muſt ſpeake againſt this horrible * li 
andrife {inne, and ſo doeof loue, hoping | et 
for amendement; let the goodnefle of |! di 
your mindes an{were to the greatnes. of |} th 
my delire, as to lookerather toyour owne | ſe 
duties in amending, then minein admo» | p: 
niſhing. I fay , that publike place, and | p' 
Courts of reformation, Weſtminſter Hall, | n 

and this your Honourable City, is much * 
diſhonored and infamed with this crime *' 
and periury, though (I confeſle ). the | h 
knowne malcfaCtors hauc often receyued * n 
condigne puniſhmeat, for theſe ſinnes ſo | 
ofending God and equity : yet needfull | 
is it of a continuall care to ſaue lands, 
liues, goods and (oules, by graue, deepe, 
and diſcreet ſcrutiny, : 
It is ſayd, there are certayne, called | 
knights of the Polt (I thinke ſo. called for | 
the greater part , becauſe they. hauc ſo | 
much true faith, truth, and knowledge,as 
hath apoſt) that as one man would lend 
another | 
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! another an horſe to relicue his journey; 
| ſo will they lend another an othe to re- 
: lieueacaulz, preferring policy before pi- 
: ety, and commodity before equity : they 
_ * diſhonour God, to fauour men , winne 
' } them(ſelues wealth,with the lofle of them- 
- + ſclues, and runne into this curſed and ca- 
| pitall crime of falſe witneſſe-bearing and 
| periury,which is theſlaughter of ſanQity, 
| maſlacre of yerity, ſtab of equity, bane 
of innocency, murder of authority, and 
Hagge of all improbity ; helles ſacring, 
heavens vnhallowiug ; Gods defiling, 
' mans forlorning, and tie worldes vn- 
; twyning. 
| Oh, that prophane and wicked wret- 
ches would bethinke themſelues , firſt, 
before whome they ſtand; let them bur 
7 imagine it to bce before ſome man of 
$ great authority, worthy of reuerence;tull 
of ſeucrity, aud pearcing of judgement. 
! Secondly , that they would perlwade 
themſelues, when they ate to giue intheir 
teſtimony, that then was the laſt period 
of 
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of their life : and therefore then ſo to | te 
{peake, as one that was preſently before t: 
Gods tribunall ſeate, then for the ſame | d 
rogiue an acount. Andlaſtly, that they d 
would i2ve God before their eyes, as k 
if he were preſent, viſtbly agd corporally, ! t 
(as in trueth hee is inuiſibly in all places, | t 
eſpecially in that place, where God is | 1 
layd #0 bee amongſt the gods,) And there- ! t 
fore to ſpeake the trueth, the whole | 

trueth , and nothing but the trueth (ac- | C 
cording to their charge) looking to God | 2 
the Searcher of all thoughts , that ſtan- | 
deth there, as witne(F and Iudge,. to | © 
allow, or diſproouc, to iudge, or ac- | £ 
quire them : then would they haue one | r 
eye to God, and the other to the cauſe ! 1 
in queſtion; then would they iuſtly re- | a 
ſpe the trueth in cuery mans cauſe,and | tt 
not make account of any mans perſon, | : 
knowing that Godis Author of tructh, } v 
and therefore hateth lyes; and the de- | Þ 
ulll father of lyes, and therefore ha- | © 
reth tructh, that nature hath joyned their | n 

tongues : 


A Nicke for Neuters. 


o . tongues and hearts together, becauſe the 
e  rongue ſhould expreſse what the heart 
2 | doeth thinke ; that leafings arc the moſt 
y dangerous enemies toquietneſse,and ma- 
$ kers of debate; that it breaketh, and in 
7, | time takethaway all the affiance and muſt 
;, that ſhould be betweene man and man; 
s | it impayreth their credit, woundeth 
. | their conſcience, & ingageth their ſoules, 
ec; O remember this, yee that forge 
-. | God, and are poſſeſſed with whole Le. 
4 © gions of lying deuils, that make nocon- 
1» | ſcience of a ſacred othe : feare not the 
» | diſpleaſure of men , but feare to tranſ- 
- | greſſe the commaundements of God? 
Py | reueyle not one part, to gall an enemy, 
e | nor conceyle an other part, to pleaſure 
-. | afriend; ſpeake the trueth, and the whole 
d | tructh, Yeritas femalatio, abnegatio, orc. 
by fayth Fu 


izentins, Halt not on both ſides, 
,, | with one part of the teſtimony; on one 
. | part to pleaſure the Playntife, and the 
2- | other, to pleaſe the Defendant. Coner 
ir | not Neroes cruelty , (beware of ſcarlet 


es | linnes) 


— - - _ 
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ſinnes) vnder Ctoes grauity; nor Herods | 


butchery , with Joh Baptiſts ſimplicity. 


Mala conſcientia delitorum , teſtis , Index, | 


carcer, tortnr. 


Remember, that CHRIST docth ' 
intitle himſelte, The faythfall and tree wit- | , 
eſſe, in whoſe heart was neuer vntrue | 
n 1 


uilefull word, in whoſe hands was ne- | . 


thought, in whoſe mouth was neuer 


uer falſe deed; for hee was the VVay, the 
Trueth, and the Life; the Way , neuer 
erring; the Trueth , neuer fayling; the 


Life, cuerlaſting : true in all his promi. 


ſes, true in all his prophecies, truc, in 
giuing vstrucliberty, If chen you berruc 
by this example in heart, truc in tongue, 
true in hand, faithfull and true witneſles, 


your thoughts ſhall yeelde comfort to 
your (elues, your tongues prayſes to your 


God, your hands, good deeds to your 
brethren. Bur if you lye without feare, 
you ſhall dye without GOD: andwhen 
your body is withourlife, your ſoule ſhall 
be without hope, 

And 
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And yee, moſt prudent and learned 


. | Tudges of the Land, to whome it doeth 
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belong; though I may ſay, Ye grave fa- 
thers , as ſometimes Bernard did to E«- 
genius, confid. ib. 2. Non e# mee humilitatis 
dictare wvobis, Yel ſic, vel fic faciendum?. 1n 
all humility tor IESVS CHRIST 
his ſake, I beſeech you to reſpe of what 


| Religion and honeſly the witneſles bee, 


that are produced before you; for Cenſtan- 
tines rule doeth hold ! They cannot be faith- 


fall to men , that are faythleſſe to God. You 


will not ſuffer them ro robbe men by the 
high way fide; much lefſe,to robbe God 
of his honour, the lawes of trueIuſtice, 
and their neighbours of their rights, 
lives, lands, and goods. They muſt nor 
murder others; and ſhall they ſlay their 
owneſoules? They may not ſpeake trea- 
ſon againſt their Prince ; and ſhall they 
vtter blaſphemy againſt GOD? Why 
ſhould any man abuſe his owne horſcor 
houſe? for if they pleaſe not onegthey may 
pleaſure another, And why ſhould any 

man 
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man bee permitted (as farre as it may bee 
preuented) to abuſe his owne ſoule? they 
are not their owne, but arc bought with 
the precious bloud of the immaculate 
Lambe, Chriſt Ieſus. 

I am of opinion, if I ſce one ready 
to drowne himſelte , and ſtay him nor, 
if I may, if fo hee docth periſh, chat 
I am guilty of his death. But Pauce ſe- 
pienti. Thankes to God, for your reli- 
gious care already had vpon this poynt; 
and God graunt —_ perfeuerance, to 
the glory of God, and furtherance of 


i L 

And thus much for theſe words in 
Chriſtes ſecond title, The faythfull and 
true witne(ſe. 


bat 
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CI is faydto be the Authorand Be» 
Spinner of the creatures of God,two 

maner of WAYES. F- 

- Firſt,asitis ob. 1,3. Al thines were made 
by it, «nd without it was made nething that was 
made. Sothat he is beginning without be- 
ginning : for he that giueth beginning to 
all chings,,uſt needs haue none himſelte: 
hee that is beforeall things, cannorafter 
be made tobe} he thatcreated all other, 
cannot himſelfbe a creature: he that fuſtai- 
neth, and giueth Beingtoall, muſt needs 
be himſclfe an ercrnall and infiniteBeing, 
which neuer began to begnor neuer ſhall 
make anendto be. Therefore he is not the 
beginning amongſt creatures, that is, the 
firſt amongſt creatures that began to be, 

bur the beginning, that is,the Beginner 8& 
Former of all things whatſoeuer be. 

This Maicſty of God in the creation,nar 
alittle ſerrerh torch the dignity of the meſ- 
lage : for how materially ſhould we regard 


his pleaſure, that is Prince of all power, 
B who 
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who as hee made vs of nought, fo can 
hee bring vs to nought; and can make vs 
heires of heauen,or ftirebrands of hell, 
Secondly,he is faid to be thebeginning 
of the creatures of God, 2s hee is in this 
ſence; Eph, 1.4. As he hath choſen vsin him, 
before the foudation of the world ghet we ſhould 
be holy, and without blame before bim in loue, 
Ofc | 
2, Theſ. 2:13, The Apoſtle affirmeth, 
that God hath from the beginning choſen them 
fo ſaluation through ſanitification of the ſpirit, 
and the fayth of truth, cc. = 
Whereby we may ſec, God: looked © 
the countenanceof Chriſt,when hee firft 
made man, that whereas in «Adam we all 
periſhed,ſo wee ſhould in Chriſt all be res Þ.t 
paired: and this was his eternall decree JC 
trom the beginning, Therefore is he ſayd tl 
to be the Lambe ſlain from the beginning, |: 
and Icſus Chriſt, yeſterday and today, and ſd 
the ſame for ever, .. h 
Now,as Chriſt is ſaydto bethe Begin-Þ Þ 
ning ofthe creatures of God,two maner of | ft 
ways, ſo is the creature tobe conſidered! 
| two 
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ewo maner of wayes: that is,notonely by 
creation,but by renouation,as it is implied 
Pſa.5 I,lo; Gal. 6-15. 2» Cor.5.17,Epb.,2.1 Os 
Whereby # appeareth, that mans laſt re- 
hewing 1S'as great a worke of God,and as 
_ asthe firſt, 

- Inthefirſt creation; dam of nothing 
was made good. In the fecond,man was of 
ill made good; Nowtodraw one contrary 
out of another,is of no lefle divine power 
then to make good of nothing; tor in ill is 
a naturall hatred and refiſtance ro be made 
good, bur'in nothing ts no reſiſtance, Avg. 
Par ft vitiaſg; poteftas,cr inſtss creare,c im- 
pios iuflificaze: yer muſt the latter bee of 
more mercy then thefirlt. The firſt was of 
the earth, earthy, 1.Cor;1 5:47. Andby this 
creation; notonly the carthythar is 10 ſay, 
the corruptible nature, which doth onely 
{auour terrene andearthly things, is made 


d{ Giuine, hauing in this life the heart made 


heauenly, with diuine faith,the conſcience 
heauenly, with diuine peace, the vader= 
ſtading heaucnly,with diuinc knowledge, 
the affeRions heauenly, with digine loue, 

| B 2 the 
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the life heaucn!y,with diuine works; but 
being thus prepared in this life preſent, 
ſhall in the bleſſed heauens, of wretched, 
be made blefſed;of maymed,be made per. 
fit; of ſtayncd, be made pure; of caducall, 
immortall; and of corruptibte,cternall. 

Soin thelike manerin the firſt was cre- 
ated inthe humane body, being, lite, and 
{ence;and inthe humaneſoute;reaſon,me- 
mory and wil: But fuch a being;as without 
this laſt renouation,better notto be, being 
indeed nothing elſe bura perpetual} lan 
guiſhing; ſuch alife,as wasand:isto be dif 
ſolued, ſuch ſence,as was and'isrobee pet- 
plexed; ſuch reaſon,as was and-isto be de 
ceyued; ſuch will,as wasand isto be difor- 
dered; fuch memory,as hath often fayled, 
But in this ſecondis not onelya being,but 
a happy beingznot life alone, buteternity; 
not only ſence, buriocundity;reaſon wit 
out obſcuring,wil without diſturbing;and 
memory without forpetting. 

Sointhe hrſ{t,the body was drawne out 
ol duſt, life out of brearh,ſence out of life 
mortality out of natpre,ang miſery out of 

| linne 
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finne, But inthis ſecond, both body and 
ſoule are drawne outof hell, life out of 
death, andſence our oftorment, eternity 
out of mortality,andfelicity out of miſery, 
Moteouer,in the firſt {as we muſt thanks 
fully confeſſe) though man was moſt roy- 
ally and magnificently ſeated, and made 
Lord of this interiour world, had Paradiſe 
for his Palace, all creatures to ſerue him, all 
treaſures ro enrich him, all elements to 
help him,the carthto ſuſtain him,and hea- 
uen toconſerue him : yer in this ſecond 
(my heart doth melt to thinke it: O won- 
derfull thing! ) mortallman is made heire 
of the immortall God, and {ucceedeth in 
the inheritance of his vameaſurableglory, 
hath heauenfor his folace, Angels to helpe 
him,Gods ſpirit to ſuſtayne him, his grace 
to enrich him, Gods Sonne to redeeme 
him, God himſelfe to adorne him. 
Furthermore,God made man at the firſt, 
when he was the as theearth is now,ſence- 


| lefle withour feeling,and livelefſe without 


mouing; ſo thatif he had nopraiſe of well 


; doing, hee had no blame of ill deſeruing. 
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But now art the laſt, when man had fallen 
fromthe God of lite, into the. power of 
the king of death; and in preferring the 
credit of the lying Deuill, betore the truth 
of the liuing God, had not oncly rendred 
diſobedience tor duty, and great vngrate- 
fulnes for Gods great bounty; bur alſo had 
ſence of fecling,and rorments for euer abi. 
ding: then the gracious and bountifull 
God, ro ſhew not onely a patiencein ſut- 
fering, compaſhon in pittying, a mercy in | 
pardoning; but alſo a louc in retayning, a 
bouncy in reſtoring, a magnificence in in- 
larging his eſtate againe, doeth argue his 
loue ro haue ſo much the more exceeded, 
in how much mans louchad theleſſede- 
{erued, Opus ſine exemplo, gratia ſine merito, 
charitas fine modo, ſayth Bernard. 

Beſides, the ry creation was made by 
the might of Gods Sonne; butthe ſecond 
by the death of Gods Sonne: fo, God la- 
bored to make the firſt, bur Chriſt ſuffered 
to make thelaſt:ſo that in the firſt, man was 
exalted; bur inthelaſt,God was debaſed, 
& tharlo incercharigeabl y,as that by how 
much 
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much the Sonneof God was hu mbled;in 
ſo much was theſonne of man aduanced: 
for God came downe to earth, and man 
went vp to heaue ; Godtook our humane 
fleſh, and man his divine ſpirit: God was 
madethefonne of man,8& man was made 


the ſonne of God: yea God was condem. . 


ned,& man was acquited;Chriſt ſuffered, 
and man was redeemed;he was done to 
bitter death, and man receyued to eternall 
lifez he ſuſtayaed the paynes of hell, and 
man poſleſſed the ioyes of heaten; he was 
crowned with pricks& thornes,to crowne 
man the King of bliſle. Thus was God 
depreſſed ro mans mifery,and man cxalted 

to Zods glory, | 
Now,whatgreater loue could God ſhew 
ro man, thento preterre man tothe glory 
of God?andyet indoing it, by detruding 
himſelfe to our miſery, he doth doublethe 
bounty by ſuffering,which he beſtowed in 
aduauncing! for in giuing his glory,what 
ſocuer he had, he gaue him all: Bur in ſuffe- 
rin2 our miiery,he frecly gaue himſelfeand 
all, Now if we can neuer ſatiſfie for the 
B 4 greatncs 
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er@atncs of that glory,whar ſhal we render 
for this his vnmealurcableloue? 

Thus then to conclude, was the Sonne of 
God by the tirſt,our beginning of life;zbur 
in the ſecond hee brought vs an cnd of 
death: by the farſt, mold was made a man; 
by the ſecond,finne was made a Saint:the 
firſt made manthe image of God, the ſe- 
cond,the ſonne of God: by the firſt, was 


made a humane ſoule; by the ſecond,a di- 


uine ſpirit; by the one,he is made Lord of 
earth, by the ſecond, King of heauen: by 
this he hath a world full of creatures, by 
that he hath an heauen full of ioyes : ſo, 
by the one he is wonderfully created, by 
the other ineſtimably redeemed : where- 
by the Sonne of God declared by the firſt 
his varneaſurable greatnes, by the laſt, his 
incomparable goodnes. 

Loe, behold here, Beloued, what won- 
derful greatthingsthe Lord hath donefor 
vs; weought(it it were poſſible) to be an- 
{werable in all kindnes and thankfulnes to 
his greatloue and goodnes: which thing, 
figce wee cannet polsibly performe, yer, 

| when 
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when we hauec done all that we arc able,we 
muſt of neceſſity confefle wee haue done 
much leſſethen we ought; how ought we 
notwithſtanding to c6tend ro do all things 
tothe vitermoſt of our power,that by our 
readines in doing that which we can, wee 
ſhew our willingneſle, that we would doc 
that as we cannot; where, if it be ſo,we do 
far leflethen our duty, even when weecn- 
deuour to do more then our power : what 
duty doe they performe, who when they 
ſhould doc morethen all, performe lefle 
then nothing? nay not onely ſecke not to 
aduaunce any duety, butſhamenortto re- 
quiteſo great goodnes withall impiety,by 
falſhood, fraud, and periury, ſeeking onely 
toanger & molt gricuouſly to offend him, 
which hath moſt egregiouſly deſerued of 
the. Butif it bea ſauage and brutiſh thing 
for a man (o to behave himlelte,as ro be (I 
ſay )not onely vnworthy, but vanquiſhed 
a good turne; how monſtrous & prodi- 
gious athing is it,torender immeaſurable 
wickedneſle,for incomparable goodnefle, 
and that eſpecially to Gods cternall Maie- 
lty ? 


1 A Nicke for Neuters. 


ſty * And if we ſhouldnot ſuffer our goad- 
nefleto be ouercom by others wickednes,. 
asthe Apoſtle ſayth,how incredible obſti- 
nate are we, if our wickednes cannot be o= 
uercom by Gods mighty diuine goodnes? 
Weare to know.bleſſed Brethren, that the 
Lord hath not placed vs therefore in this 
world, that we ſhould by ſauage vngrate- 
fulnes become worſe then brute beaſts,bur 
tharas humanecreatures, we ſhould excel 
inall humanity, and ſhew our great louc 
towards him, for his great Joue towards vs, 
acknowledging our gratefulnes for his de- 
ſcruednes, and with all our might honour 
him,thatdoth with all his botities pleatuce 
vs. Whereforclet ys learne by the pattern 
of his vvorthynellc, ro be made like to his 
goodnefle, becauſe hee hath promiſed vs 
in Chriſt, that they vvhich arelike vnto 
himin grace, ſhould raigne vvith him in 
glory, 

And thus we are aſſured of, that, looke 
what is in Chriſt promiſed, becauſe he is 
God Amer, ſhall bee performed vndou- 
tedly, Whichthing that the Lord may 
effectually 


A Nicke for Neeutecrs. 


effecually doe indeed, let vs with all our 
hearts beſeech him to blefſe vs, that wee 
may with all our hcarts ſerue him, that 
after this life preſent, wee may with 
him eternally enioy the life ta 
come: which God graunc 
for his Chriſt 
his ſake . 
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Reue, 3. 


15 1 know thy works, that thow art neyther 
cold nor hote, ec. 
16 Therefore,becauſe theu art luke-warme, 
and neyther cold nor hote, exc. 
17 For thou ſayeſt Iam rich oc. 


SSESAZ H E Lord Icſlus,hauing before 
; "© <$W remiſed the deſcri vl of his 
Wn JFdreadfull Maieſty, 4 eſpeci- 
FIZS2 ally of hisiofallible knowledge 
which cannot be decciued;of his immura- 
bletruch,which cannot be changed;of his 
inuiolable faythifulnes, which cannot be 
corrupted; Hauing thus (I ſay) premitred 
(as a thunderbolt) the exccllency of his 
nature, he proceedeth to note downethe 
faultineſle of their behauiour,giuing them 
to conceyne thereby, that it is in vayne to 
make falſe ſemblance with God; For by 
reaſon of his infalliblenefſe,he will not be 
deceyucd by them; & becauſe of his faith- 


tulnes, 
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fulnes, he will not deceiuethem, Butas b 
vertue of his knowledge, hee ſeeth what 
they are: (o for his inuiolablenes, hee will 
vie them as they are: aſsured they may be, 
whatſocuer he promiſeth, becauſe hee-is 
true;hee afluredly performeth, becauſe he 
is faythfull, - :;. png 
The Laodiciansbeing thus aſſuredto find 
reward according to their deſert, he com- 
meth to declare; both whatthey hauede- 
ſerued, and.hbw they ſhall be rewarded. 
Whercinthe Lard ſettechydowne to rliem, 
Fuſt;the cryme. Secondly,the cauſe of the 
cryme. T hirdly,the puniſhment, - 
-. Firſt,the crime is,tobe netther hote nor 
cold, Secondly, the cauſe; worldly riches 
and ſpirituall poverty. Thirdly, the pu- 
niſbment, to be vomitced outof the Lords 
mouth. 

The grieuouſnes of this crime we ſhall 
the more cuidently percciue, when wre 
marke throughly, firſt, who they arethat 
arc hote, Secondly, who they arethat are 
cold. Thirdly, and conſequently, athird 
fort, Neuters, that are neyther hote nor 
colide, They 
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Theyarehotcin Religis, whom Chriſt 
baptizeth cum Spiritu ſanto & igni : forlo 
were the Apoſtles, A#s 2, when the holy 
Ghoſt ſate in fiery clouen toungs on every 
one of them. 

Firſt, in fiery rongues, to make them 
lucentand ardcnt,Secondly,in tongues,to 
make them prudent & cloquent, Thirdly, 
theſe tongues were clouen, to ſhew, that 
as eucry toriguewas made imany by clea- 
uing:ſo ſhould they haue diuerſtty of gifts 
and multiplicity of languages, Row. 12.6. 
And as one fayth, Omniumgentium linguas 
loquttur Ecclefie. For as. in fire there are 
many notable qualities pcrceprable to the 
ſences,as clearenes,beauty,buming,hear, 
dryneſlſe, andmany fingular effets anfwe- 
rable therevnto, as to makepure, adorne, 
manifeſt,ſeparate and conſume: So this 
alluding of the holy Ghoſt vnto fire, put- 
teth vs in mind, that Gods ſpirit worketh 
like fire,in the Saints,an illuſtrious bright- 
nes;yet notof rhe eyes, bur of the vnder- 
Randing; clearenefle,nor of colour,but of 
conſcience; heat, not of fire, bur of zcale; 
and 
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and athirſt & drynes, not ynto moyſture, 
but vnto goodnes,making men to ſhinein 
the darknes of this world, Phil. 2.5, tobe 
adorned with the beauty of holineſlc, as 
the world with the beauty of heauen, and 
tobe made pure in heart through fayth, 
Ads 15, ashre doth purify gold; to bee 


zcalous. and feruent in ſpirit, as the fire 


makes men feryent in heat, Ro, 12, tocon- 
ſume our corruptaftedtions as droſſe with 
flame, Ro. 8. roMl vs as full with the fruits 
of rightcouſnes,as fruit trees are filled with 
thefruit of the Sunne, Philutoann. _ 
So thatby mcans of this ſacred fire,the 
Saintsare made withzeale,like S, Job. Bap, 
burning fyrebrands;through loue,like the 
Apoſtles,ſhining lights; through faith, like 
the wile vitgins, ſhining lamps; through 
gracc,like the righteous .in heauens king- 
dome,euerqhining ſtarres And no marue); 
for theſe have not only caſtoff the works 
of darknes,by mortifying their ownfleſh, 
denying their owne (clues, ſubduing their 
owne wils, forgoing their owne delights, 
& by contcmning the glory of the world, 
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the fatrerings of proſperity,& the deſpites 
of aduerſity; bur are made infatigable a- 
gainſt all labours, intrepidable againſt all 
dangers, inuincible againſt all plcaſures, 
and incxpugnable againſt all power; and 
haue moreouer, after a moſt diuine and 
heauenly maner, put on the armour of 
light, Row.13.12, and walke inthe light, 
viing (as Cyprieniayth) Tana hamiltare 
in conuer [atione, flabiltate infide, veritate in 
verbis, in fattiszuititia : ſuch gouernment 
in maners, and 1uſtice in workes, as that 
rheir wholeliues arcnothing elſe, bur ſpec- 
tacles of piety; their bodies, tabernacles 
of ſanity; their mouthes, oracles of ve. 
rity;their hearts,habitaclesof charity; and 
themſelues, mirrours & miracles of all in. 
teprity, And they that are ſuch, may right- 
lybe fayd to behote in Religion. 

Behold (beloned) how' greatly ought 
we to be inflamed with the loue of this 
Excellency, as alſo confounded with the 
ſhame of our indignity,tharthe more farre 
wee are off from the worthineſle of the 
Saints, the more we ought to endeuour to 
come 
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comeneere vnto the ſame. = 
* Now, by the contrary rothoſethat are 
hote, wee may caſily diſcerne what theſe 
are that are cold: thatis, ſuchas haueno 
ſparke of this heauenly fire, no heate, nor 
comfort of the holy Spirit, being without 
lightin darkenefle; cold without loue, and 
impure without goodnes; & therfore ſuch 
as the holy Ghoſt notcth, 1.Cor.6.11. 45 are 
not waſhed, as are not ſandtified,as are not inſti- 
fied in the Name of the Lord leſus, and by the 
Spirit of our God: ſuch as Epbe-2,12. are 
laydtobee without Chrii; ſuch as hee de- 
nounceth, in the firſt ro the Corinthians, 
the fixt Chapter, 19 be Idolaters and adulte- 
rers, fc, 

Whercby we may gather,three ſorts of 
theſe Pſ#kros, key-cold in religio; Atheiſts, 
naturall men, and Epicures, The Atheiſt, 
the Apoſtle deſcribeth,to be without God; 
the naturall man, without Chriſt, the Epi- 
cure, without any ſparke of the bleſſed 
Spirit: becauſethe Atheiſt wants the lighe 
of nature, Ro, 1.20,21, thenaturall man, 
thelight of grace, 1,Cor,2.14.the — 

the 
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the light of the law,Gal.3, For the Atheiſt, 

becauſe his hart is darkned.taiththe Apoſt, 

Ro,1.2 1 When they knew God. zlorified hiwn not 
4s God, The naturall man, 1. Cor. 2.11. be- 
cauſe he wanteth the ſpirit of grace,cannot 
know the things thar are of God : for as 
no wan knoweth the thirgs of man, but 
the ſpirit of manthat is in him;ſo the things 
of God , knoweth no man, bur the ſpirit 
of God-And the Epicure, becauſe he regar- 
derh not to know God , accordirg to the 
law of God, God giuerh him vp to a repro- 
bate mind,todo the things that are not c6- 
venient. VWhereby it comesto paſſe, that 
- the Atheiſt becomes itreligious withour 
hope; the naturall man,cerronious without 
truth; and the Epicure, impious without 
conſcience. The Atheiſt, in middeſt of 
light,remayreth ſtill in darknes : thenatu- 
rall man, intime of trueth,in errour; and 
the Epicure,in time of prace, liveth till in 
finne, The Atheiſt,in itcad of God, hono- 
reth his owne will; the naturall man, the 
Idols of his owne heart; the Epicure, his 
paunch, and his owne pleaſure, wy: 

n 
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Andthus the Atheiſt,becauſe he is with- 
out light,and without hope, is cold in Re- 
ligioa: the naturall man,. becauſe hee is 
without Chriſt, without grace, withour 
trurh ;the Epicure, becauſc he is careleſſe 
without feare, ſhameles without honeſty, 
and ſenceles without conſcience : which 
arc men{to vic the words of Peter & 1ude) 
for all inaniry of goodnes,as wels without 
water; for inſtability & lightnes,as winds 
without rayne;for defilings and filthineſle, 
{ſpots without clenſing; for fruiles barren- 
nes, trees withour/fruite ; Starres without 
light, for darknes; fleſh without ſpirit, for 
ſenſualneſſe; beaſtes without reaſon, for 
brutiſhnes; and men without God, for 
prophaneneſle. 

Then woe be tovs, if wee be without 
Religion, & liue as miſcreants in the midft 
of Saints,and to the corruption of nature, 
doc adde the contempt of grace. 

Buc now to came to our Neuters(the 
thing weſeekeatter) we may calily gather 
by the negation of theſe two, that are in 
ſuch wile hote;and in ſuch wiſe cold,as be- 
ET __ forc- 
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foreſpoken,what he is,that inreligis is nei- 

ther hote nor cold, and panty, how by parta- 

kingof both, he is neyther of both: for he 

that neither bath the comfort of the holy 

Ghoſt, in ſuch degreeas a Saint, nor is ſo 

chill withthe coldnefſeof iniquity, as an 

Infidell,is Newtey, that is,ncither Saint, nor 
Infidell ; but as betwixt a Horſe ard an 

Aﬀe,is procreated a Mule; betwixt a Lion 
and a Woolfe, an Hyena: ſo betwixt this 
heat,andthatcoldnes,is ingendred a Nulli- 
fidian of prophaneſſe which isneitherhote 
nor cold ; not cold, becauſchee dorh pro- 
feſle to know God : not hote, becauſe hee 
doth in workes deny God, Tit. 1, 16. not 
cold, becauſe hee doth appeare righteous 
before men: not hote, becauſe he is full of 
iniquity before God, Matr.23-13. not cold, 
becauſe hee doth werſhip God with his 
lips: nothote, becauſe he is farre from him 
with his heart, Ma.15,8, not cold, becauſe 
heloueth in word & intongue + nothote, 
becauſe hee doth not louc in deedandin 
truth, 1. 10h. 2.18, ſo thathe is holy in pro- 
ion, but hollow in conuerlation, of a 
EEE. oo. 
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202d opinion touching truth, but of anill 
exaple touching life; ſucha one indecd,as 
doth hold Religion,bur yer without zeale, 
as will ſay,heis of chetrucReligion,bur is 
not truly religious;as hath knowledge,but 
without lou; as profeſſerh the fayth, bur 
without workes, 1am. 2. 14. This is the 
cruc of thatſurlike company, that pretend 
coſcience,but without feeling, 1.Tim, 4.2, 
they are come to that poynt of inſen(ibili- 
ty of (1nnc, that they ſhame notro (in with 
delight; ſuch as haue adcfire, but withour 
all performing, And as by the negation, 
the luke-warme Chriſtian is a Neuter; ſo is 
he dy participation an 4#594exter, Thele 
m- haue their coats made of Liaſy wolſey: 
thelearethey that plowe with an Oxe & an 
Alle; theſe do: ſow theirland with diuers 
kind of ſeeds:theſe are like the Griffin in the 
war etween the bird;, &thebca(ts: to the 
birds,he ſhewed his wings;tothe beaſts,his 

feer, profefſingayd co both,yet ſhew'd him- 
ſelfke Neuter ro both; hauing,by reaſon of 
ris partaking of both natures, a naturall 
facility to playe with both hands, being 

C 3 ready 


*7, ©4ang 


» AM Nike for Akon, 


ready both ro worſhip Baal, with Achab, 
and the Lord with 1ehu, 1. Kin, 16, & 29. 
both to build vpthe Temple with Zerub- 
babel, and pullit down with the Aramites, 
Ezy. 4, to bleſle for 1ſrael, and curle tor 
Balak, Num, 24.to cry Hoſannato day,and 
Crucifige to morrow, Mat. 20.8 275. Parts 
ſerutunt Deo, partim Diabolo, (ayth CA, 
where God being angry the deuill 


haue any part, doth Jeaue his part, 


the deuill rake all: for by reaſon he ha 
heauenly heat delayed with worldly 
nes, he is not feruent in any religion,a 
indifferent forall religions, ready to par- 
take any religion, but indeed,alouer otno 
religion; for that he is alwayes for his two- 
fold mixtures, mungrell-minded; for want 
of heare, cold affeted; through warme- 
nes, buſy-headed; by negation, hollow- 
hearted; with partaking, double-handed; 
by delaying,halfe addictcd; in eucry muta- 
tio, ſooneſt changed: ſo thatas luke-warme 
water will be ſooneſt yce; ſo luke-warme 
men wil be ſooneſt wicked: 8 as yce wil ra- 

ther diſſolue, then admit warmnes, tothey | 
as 
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as caſily dye, as returne togoodneſſe,, For 
which cauſe, Chriſt auoucheth in this 
place, not oncly the misbeleeuing Infidell, 
butthe prophane Atheiſt to be better, or 
not ſo bad, as the luke-warme Neuter; be- 
the Athciſt protelleth to be as heis, 
icked; the Neuter, by ill difſimu- 
ood, whereby thar ill docth 
vnder colour of goodneſle, 
inks not there is a God, be- 
th he 1s not, The Neuter 
is a God, but regardeth him 
o by darknes of nature,often- 
g inlightned, doth hunger after 
he Neuterinlightnedalready with 
the good gifts of grace, through ſatiety, 


ſo, whereas the one ſortis a commitrer of 
wickednes, the other is beſides an abuſcr 
of godlineſle; the one offending through 
boldnes of ignorance, the other through 
perucrines of will; thoſe,through frailty 
of nature; theſe,through contept of grace, 
Whereby it is cuider,tha: ail inke-warme 
, | Chriſtians,are for al prophane behauiour, 
C 4 moſt 
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ready both ro worſhip Bal, with Achab, 
and the Lord with 1ehs, 1. Kin, 16, & 29. 
both to build vpthe T emple with Zerub- 
babel, and pullit down with the Aramites, 
Ezy. 4, to bleſle for liracl, and curle tor 
Balak, Num, 24.to cry Hoſannato day,and 
Crucifige to morrow, Mat. 20,6 29. Parttm 
ſerutunt Deo, partim Dzabolo, (ayth CAvg. 
where God being angry the deuill (hould 
have any part, doth leaue his part, and let 
the deuill rake all: for by reaſon he hath his 
heauenly heat delayed with worldly cold- 
nes, he is not feruent in any religion,a man 
indifferent forall religions, ready to par- 
take any religion, but indeed,alouer otno 
religion: for that he is alwayes for his two- 
fold mixtures, mungrell-minded; for want 
of heare, cold affeted; through warme- 
nes, buſy-headed; by negation, hollow=- 
hearted; with partaking, double-handed; 
by delaying,halfe addicted; in cucry mura- 
tio, ſooneſt changed: ſo thatas luke-warme 


water will be ſooneſt yce; ſo luke-warme 


men wil be ſooneſt wicked: & as yce wil ra- 
ther diſſolue, then admit warmnes, 1o they 
as 
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as caſily dye, as returne togoodneſle. Fot 
which cauſe, Chriſt auoucheth in this 
place, not oncly the misbeleeuing Infidell, 
butthe prophane Atheiſt robe better, or 
not ſo bad, as the luke-warme Neuter; be- 
cauſe the Atheiſt proteſleth to be as heis, 
openly wicked; the Neuter, by ill diſimu- 
lation,to be good, whereby thar ill docth 
more annoy vnder colour of goodneſle, 
The Atheiſt thinks not there is a God, be- 
canſe he thinketh he is not. The Neuter 
thinkerhthereis a God, but regardeth him 
not (Anerring by darknes of nature,voften- 
times being inlightned, doth hunger after 
grace) The Neuterinlightnedalready with 
the good gifts of grace, through ſatiety, 


ofttimes returneth to che vomit of nature: 


ſo, whereas the one ſortis a commitrer of 
wickednes, the other is beſides an abuſcr 
of godlinefle; the one offending through 
boldnes of ignorance, the other through 
' peruerſnes of will; thoſe,through frailty 
of nature; theſe,through contept of grace, 
Whereby it is cuider,that ail inke-warme 
Chriſtians,are for al prophane behauiour, 
C 4 moſt 
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moſt.notable hypocrites, moſt diſſembling 
<Ambe-dexters,in dealing with men, New- 
zer5;in partaking with neither, Nudi-fidians, 
in relapſing from both,counterters of holi- 
nes, to profane vertuc, Apoſtataes from 
God, full of all wickednes, tor all kind 
of vice, monſters in nature, Atheiſts in 
crrour, Epicutesin pleaſure, Saints in ho- 
nour, and deuils in demeanour, 

What wonder then, if the Lord will 
hauec no coldnefle in the that proteſſe him, 
when as in onely warmnes there doe mul- 
ter ſuchan army, and lyeth hid ſo dange- 
rousan Ambulcado of wickednes ? 

The more ſhameful that any fault is;the 
more carefull ſhould webe to ſhun it. And 
what can bee more haynous, then ſuch a 
crimes and yet what more common, then 
ſuch behauiour? Ir isan olde ſaying, Non 
omnes Santi, qui calcant limina Temph. All 
that glowceth,is not gold,nor all that ſcem, 
are not Saints. We profefle the Kingdom 
of the Goſpell: bur for the moſt part, wee 
;imbrace the kingdome of the world; wee 
bclccuelike Chriſtians, & hue like Pagans; 


looke 
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looke like the Lambe, and ſpeake likegthe 
Dragon; the Name of God is in ourtoilg, 
but the feareof God isnor in our hearts ? 
we can (erue all turnes, change our (clues 
into all formes, and with a trice become 
openly Proteſtits,ſecrerly Papiſts;inward- 
ly neyther, outwardly both; Saints in face, 
ſerpents in heart; Angels in ſhew, Diels 
in deed; Gods word {wimmingin our lips, 
bur dereſtable Satan digging in our ſoules. 

There was neuer better teaching, nor 
worſe following, more talking, and leſle 
practizing: notlike Pambo, who, when he 
had heard one leflo, would learne no more, 
before he would pradtiſe chat; for we will 
heare any thing, but frame our ſclues to 
follow nothing; finde great fault with our 
former f1anes, and obie, our forefathers 
lived in ignorance, (and in tructh, they 
knew very little, but did very much; they 
were (pare in ipcach,8& noble in acts: ) bur 
we,as though degeneratc,or none of their 
children, nay rather, none of Gods chil- 
dren, the more good wee knowe, the leſle 
g0-d we doe; we haue filed rongues, but 
defiled hearts. Now, 
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Now, if all the world would fer to their 


hands, todefend vs trom ruine, yet howe 
can God ſuffer that Common: wealth ro 
ſtand, that ſhrowd-th (uch a multitude of 
wickednes, vnder the (acred holines of his 
moſt bleſled Name? Wherefore (deare 
Citizens) let vs repent with Niniue, that 
we be notcaſt away with Laodicea. And 
thus much tonching the crime, 

Ne” to ſpeake of the cauſe. 

The Lord,in this place,afſigneth two 
cauſes, why the loue of Religion is quay- 
lediathe Laodiceans; and they may be aſ- 
ſigned as cauſes this day, why italſoquay- 
leth in vs. 

Firſt, worldly riches, Secondly, (piritu- 
all powerty the one oftentim?s enſuing 
the other: for men vamcaſureavly rich, 
are commonly immoderately bent vpon 
the world; ſoincumbred with the toyle of 
worldly cares, that they can (carlly reſpite 
themſelues one breath or gaſpe of an hea- 
uenly thought; or el(e, after the maner of 
theſe Laodiceans, hauing their wealth in- 
creaſed, begin to conceyueſo well of the. 
ſelues, 
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ſclyes,that they thinke all to be well, whar- 


focuer they doc; and becauſe they haue 
goods inow,thinke themſelues to be good 
110ugh, cen{uring after the jiudgementof 
the wo1lJ, thar God daeth fauour, whom 
che worl1docth proſper : and therefore, 
becaulc they arc well,rouching the worlds 
proſperity , they deeme themſelues well 
alſo, touching Gods tauour, For prof- 
pcrity is often proud, wealrh wanten, and 
many times,not onely wilful, butalſo wit- 
lefſe roo. The rich man ts wiſe in his own con- 
cejt (fayth Salomon.) As who would ſay, 
he were in deed but afovle. 

Lo, how riches can inchaunt the mind, 
to cauſe a man tothink himſelfe wiſe,whe 
he is but fooliſh; ſtrong, when hee is bur 
weake; tenced, when he is naked; godly, 
when he is wicked; and to leaue the Lord, 
the Towerand ſtrength of his detence,to 
truſt in the weak & rotten wals of wealth. 
For the nature of man being compoſed of 
two contraries, of a mortall body, the 
earth,Gen.2. and an eternall ſoule, which 
is trom heauen,Zcel. 12, & arc as contrary, 
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as heaucn and earth: whileſt either oftheſe 
parties are naturally moued to conſeruc 
the goou eſtate of his owne nature,itcom- 
merh to paſſe,that both this baſe & earthly 
partdrawes a man vehemently ro be attent 
vp6earthly things;& contrary,that diuine 
6 heauenly part doth couetto carry men 
vÞ into heauen, fro whence he is deſcen- 
ded: By meanes of which repugaancy 
in mansnature, itis broughtto paſle, that 
man is wonderfully drawneinto contrary 
& repugnantdeſires,cndeuoring to ioyne 
things together, which of their owne na- 
ture areſeuered moſt fartheſt aſunder, wea- 
rying himſelfe with infinite toyle, how to 
toyne God andthe world together; to be 
partaker of corparall pleaſures, and ſpiri- 
tuall ioyes;and poſleſle both all proſperity 
of the carth,andall felicity in heauen, And 
this is the cauſe of all Neutraliry at this 
day: for we would all the fort of vs fayne 
be Chriſtians and worldlings roo,worſhip 
God and Mammon tooxtaſte the {weetnes 
of heauEand of theearth too: 8& ſo would 
be Neuters, that is, hote and cold too. In 
which 
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which conflict of contrary and impoſſible 


defires, if that groſse & carnall part get the 
vpper hand ( as without the afliſtance of 
Gods diuine power,it muſt needs do)both 
becauſe of the corruptnes of our nature, 
as alſo that the Tewell of the ſoule lyeth 
wrapped vp in the body, as a folded ve- 


| ſture,vnknowne tothe outward man, that 


drawcth away the heart from God, as the 
Adamant yron, to the veneration of the 
world, pulling him, as abirdtycd by the 
legge, when he would fly vp into heauen, 
downe againe to the carth, and foto fixe 
his affiance in the confidence of creatures, 
which is thecauſe, why couctous men are 


\ called Idolaters, Eph. 5. 5. and Coloſſians 


IC 
He calleth the couetous man an Idola- 


trous perſon, becauſe hee aſcribeth tohis 
treaſure thediuine power, which apper- 
tayncth tothe diuine nature, andasareve- 
rend Father ſayth, colit 1dola, que finxit : 
For whereas the eternall Maieſty is onely 
moſt mighty,wiſe, bountiful, rich, bleſſed, 
and full of all goodnes : cuenſo,fayththe 
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miler,is my money,that can doeall things, 
therefore the moſt mighty z prouide all 
things, therefore moſt wiſe; giue vs all 
things,therefore moſt bountitul; purchaſe 
allthings,therefore moſt rich, cauſe a man 
roliuein all plenty and abundaace, there- 
fore moſt bleſsed. 

Loe, ſogreatly doth his treaſure change 
his hearr, as that it maketh him to chave kis 
God, drawing him from the God of hea- 
uen, downe right to the deuill of hell ; for 
heit is(the deuill I meane)whome all anti- 
quity hath accciited to be te god of trea- 
ſure, whome for the ſame cauſe the Greeks 
called Plontos,the Latines Dis,our Sauiour 
eMammon, which wee call riches, whom 
this rich man doerth acknowledge for his 
god, &allche world beſides acknowledge 
tora deuill; nor onely becauſe that gold & 
filuer, which is t1c riches of the world, is 
found deepe inthe earth, asit were, in the 
pit of hell, but becauſe mony is as migh 
vnto miſchiefe, as the deuill hunſelfe. It 
can make miracles, and worke wonders, 
condemne Innocents, vanquith armics,o- 
ucrcome 
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gercome kingdomes; nay, the nature of ri- 
ches can a'ter nature, chige the heart, per- 
vert tne will, &urne the reaſonable mind 
into brutiſh afteions,as Chryſoſtome ſaith, 
Dinttiarum ſequela, eſt luxuria, ira intempe- 
rans, ſuror iniuſtus, arogantia ſaperba, and all 
brutiſh affetions, No maruaile then,if an 
other reverend Father ſayth, Nellz eft pie» 
tatts in illo corde weſtigium, in quo ſibi anaritia 
fectt habitaculum, \N/hereby wee may ſee, 
that evenasthe Sonneof God came into 
the world in pouerty, as S. 1ohwlaith,to de- 
ſtrov the workes of the deuill;ſo doeth the 
deui'l come intothe world, to deſtroy the 
woikes of God by riches, turning hwing 
creatures into Idoles, men into beaſts, de- 
uils into yods,lieht into darknes, and hea- 
ven into hel, Richily thertore ſaith Chriſt, 
Te cannot ſerue God and Mammon, (eeing, it 
Is as impolsible, as to ſeruc God & the de- 
uill, Well then may that beallowed, that 
riches is the {ame as Pluto is, if thole men 
that ſay, I am rich, and boaſt of the rich 
deuill, become to bee neyther cold nor 

hoteto poore Chrilt, | 
And 
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And this commeth not to paſſe through 
any iniquity that is intrcaſure, but onely 
through the praniry of our owne nature, 
which doeth petuert theſe excellent crea- 
tures on to that euill, which were created 
for our good; for otherwiſe,tichesare the 
bleſſings of God, Pro. 10. crowne of the 
wiſe, Pro.14, fountaynes of libcrality and 
bounty, Devt, 15. 

Whar incredible improbity is it then 
of our nature, which docth through his 
inſeion,abuſe theſe great treaſures of the 
world, which God hath ordayned to be 
bleſsings tothe rich, cofortsto the poore, 
fortifications againſt iniuries, munition 
for defence of equity, fountaynes of libe- 
rality, Almenors of charity, Diadems of 
wiſdome, furniſhments of bounty, or. 
naments of vertue,& adiuments of life,as 
to make them bayrs of perdition, aliments 
of pleaſure,enſfignes of pride, weapons of 
reuenge,armour vnto ſtrife,and finally,the 
ſeruants vnto all ſeruile vſcs,8 ſoucraignes 
of all ſeruile minds? 


Wherefore ( my bcloued Brethren ) 
S ſceing 
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ſeeing the vle of riches is ſodangerous;our 
nature ſo pernicious,the abuſe ſo impious, 
alas, why thoald we with ſuch vnmeaſure- 
able greedineſle gape after riches, which 
not onely, as Bernard ſayth, poſſeſſa onerant, 
amata inquinant, amiſſa cruciant : are bur. 
thens to them that poſlelse them, dcfilings 
to them that loue them, and rorments to 
them that loſe them - but chiefly, becauſe 
they inchaunt & bewitch vs to the world, 
extinguiſh and quEnch our zeale in Religi- 
on,and mightily hale vs and driuc vs away 
from God,to eternall perdition? 

ow, there is an other ſort of riches,which 

our Sauiour affirmeth ro bein deed 8& 
truth,pouerty,a counterfet kind of wealth, 
paynted fire,and yetis in ſhew ſo good,as 
nothing can be better; but in proofe ſoill, 
as nothing can be worle: it is taken forthe 
ineſtimable price of heauen, but is nor 
wortha deſpicable mite of the carth: that 
is, Humane merites, and Infticiaries workes, 
which ſceme to be golden vertues, butare 
in deed ſhining ſinnes. 


Thele mctit-mongers, our Sauiour 
D clegantly 
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elegantly deciphers vnder the name of ri- 
ches, becauſe, cuen as worldlings boaſt of 
their wealth,ſo hypocrits of works:as they 
ſay, I am rich,ſo theſe ſay, I am righteous; 
asthey put confidence in money, ſo theſc 
in merits; as they thinke to make friends of 
their Mammon of iniquity,ſotheſe to win 
fauour by their holincfle and ſandtity; the 
one thinks to haue all,that isto be had in 
earth; and the other, to wantnothing that 
may bee purchaſed in Reauen, By reaſon 
whereof, in theſe merits, our Sauiuur de» 
{cribeth three properries. 

Firſt,that in the world they goe for cur- 
rant goods. Secondly, that they are moſt 
pernicious ills, Thirdly, that in ſeeming 
good, they are tte more euill, becauſe the 
ſeeming deceyucth,while it annoyeth, 

Now,that in the world they goe for cur- 
rant goods, hee proveth by the mouth of 
the very owner, who knoweth beſtto ſet 
his owne price vpon his owne wares, ard 
he himſclfe ſaith,7 aw rich, & want nothing, 
thar might ſeemeto purct aſe heauTit (cite, 
I haue kept the Lawe of God: Itavenct 
| murdered, 
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murdered,ſtolen,committed adulrery,&c. 
and if I had offended, yer I haue workes 
inow to (atisfy for ſinne: for ſatiſtaRtion,as 
SaintTho, in ,2ueft, d« ſatiſf. poſs1b, 13. eſt, 
cum pens culpe equatur : and iuſtice, ſayth 
hee, ora iuſt mends, is bur contre paſſum, 
that is, whereas on theone ſide, I haue 
taken pleaſure in offending, 1 ſhould on the 
other ſide contra pars, ſuffer as much griefe 
inrepeting. AndI fay,the Tuſticiaries haue 
alwaies donerhis; for I never cook ſo much 
pleaſure in finne, bur I haue taken as great 
ſorrow in penance; I haue faſted twice a 
weeke, &c.. yea, I faſt whenothers feaſt 
this body of mine hath bin chaſtiſed with 
whips, when others are pampered with 
carcs;[ haue giuen my goods to the poore, 
and my lands to build Abbeyes : and,it he 
be rich,on qui plas habet ſed qui minus cupt, 
then |, notonely, becauſe | haue a grear 
treaſure of good works, bur alſo am ſatiſh- 
ed in deſire, may beiuſtly counted to bee 
rich indeed. And thus you ſce how hu- 
mane merits goe for currant goods. 
Bur whilef! they aduauncetheir merits 
| D 2 to 
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_ to {& high a rate, they make theprice of 


heanen indeed to be bur little worth : for 
as Rorn, 10. they that go about roeſtabliſh 
their owne righteouſnes, doc not ſubmit 
themſclues to the righreouſnes of Gad:tor 
while they are pure in their own eyes,they 
hauenocareatall tobe waſhed from their 
filchinefle, Pro,30,12. ſo that they are with- 
outthe foſitain of purity, which is opened 
tothe houſe of Davida, Zach.13.1. & with- 
out the white robes of righteouſnes, wa- 
ſhed inthe bloud of the Lambe, Rew. 8. & 
without thecleare criſtall rivers of grace, 
thatflow fro the ſancuary of God, Ezech. 
47, ſothat albeit they be adorned neuer 
ſo royally with the beauty of good works, 
yetarethey without that wedding garmer 
of fayth,and true holineſſe, wherewith the 
newe Ierufale.n was trimmed, as a Bride 
that came down out of heauen from God, 
Mat.22.Reu, 21, and finally, without all 
therrue treaſure, which is the incſtimable 
riches of Chriſt, Eph, 3, 8, andtherefore 
indeedare extremely poore, 
\Whereby appeareth,what 2 pn__ 
Cui 
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euill merits are,that whereas itis the r{aru- 
rall worke of God tg iuftify ſinners, andto 
ſauce the miſcrable and:damned, and hattr 
therefore ordiyned the Law as aglaſle, to 
ſhew men the corruption of chemſelues, 
by the purenefle ofthe Law,that knowing 
their owne finfull nature, they may bee 
ſchooled to ſecke ro Chriſt for grace,theſe 
men will not ſuffer God to performe his 
owne naturall worke, becauſe they wil not 
ſuffer rh:mſelues co becbine finners, nor 
acknowledge their owne milerable eſtates 
whereby it cometh t6-paſſe, that by ſeeking 
through merits to fulfillrhe law, they gric- 
uouſly tranſgrefle againſtrhe Law, and in 
{!-ad of obedience,ſhew rebcllion: for the 
law going aboutto proue the linners, Ro, 
3.23. they dothereby contrary to the law, 
proye themſeluesto be Saints; it bringeth 
them to the knowledge of (inne, Rom, 7,7. 
thei gather out the rightcouſnes of works; 
it hambleth them ro Gods mercy, Gal. 3. 
23+ they pranke themſclues in their own 
iuſtice: by meanes whereof, in ſtead of 
humility, they gatherpride; in ſtead of 
D 3 grace, 
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gracd, merits; in ſtead of mercy,wrath;and 
ſo conſcquently,for truth, errour; for lite, 
death;tor heauen, hel. And thus,according 
to that notable prediction of the Prophet, 
Pſal.6 9. T heir onne table is made their owne 
ſnare,that is,the law,which is the rableof al 
their wiſdome & vaderſtanding, Dext.,q4,6. 
whileſtthey looke to that they falfly haue, 
rather thento that they truly want, it is 
made aſnare to intanglethem in all igno. 
rance and errour, 

Can there be a more greater il] deviſed, 
then merits are, which doe not onely that 
which is exceeding euil,that is,draw men 
into perdition, but alſo doe it by that that 
is moſt exceeding good,namely,ynder en- 
deuouring toſeruethe law 8& will of God? 
So that itcan Rardly be defined, whether 
it bee more egregious for the il] it com- 
mitterh, or for the'good it peruertcth. 
Wherein it abuſeth both the good &the 
ill, with ſuch exquiſiceskill, as that it per- 
formeth notably the duty of both, that is, 
it doeth gricue, hurt and deſtroy, which 
is proper vmto cuill, and yet winneth it 
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ſeltc acucrtheleſſe to be beloued, deſired , 
and imbraced,which is proper vnto goods 
ncſle, 

Loe, this is a ſtrange kind of ill indeed, 
that can both gricue a man, and make him 
louc hisgriefe; hurta man, andcauſe him 
deſire his hurr, and bring him to imbrace 
all kind of miſery, and cuen then tothinke 
himſelfein the middeſt of all kind of feli- 
city; to make him blinde intrueth, and yer 
belecue that he doth ſce; poorc in workes, 
and yet belecue that heeis rich, naked of 
grace, and yet conceiue that he is clothed, 
wretched in ſtate, and yet bee perſwaded 
that he is bleſſed ; finally,damned,and yer 
beleeue that he is ſaued, 

Wherein is declared the feareful indge- 
ment of God, as our Saui@ur witneſleth, 
Iohn 6, That he is come unto iudgement, that 
theſe that doſee the truth, 8 will nor,ſhall 
be madeblind,rthat they cannot:and thoſe 
thar cannot ſee the truth, and yet would, 
might bee made able, that they ſhould : 
Forit isaiuſt puniſhment of (in, that euery 
0c ſhouldloſe that gift, that hee would 
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notwſe well when he had it,as CAve.faith, 
hib,3. de libero arbitrio,Yt cum retium facere, 
cum poſs1t, non vult, amittat poſſe cum velit, 
Andeuen this judgement of God is the 
reaſon,that the recuſant Iuſticiaries of our 
time, do fo ſtifly perſiſt inthe obſtinacy of 
their owne wils, as they both refuſe to 
heare the word preached, leſt it ſhould in- 
ſtrutrthem, as alſo all indiftcrent writers, 
leſt they ſhould conuince them. What 
way maya man deuiſe then to perſwade 
them, ſeeing they will heare no meſſage 
outof heaue, but cucn rake vptheir great 
grandfather Pelagias,. to tell them this tale 
out of hell? Ye madde men,what? do you 
meane to make your ſelues mates with 
Chriſt? to match mans merits, with Gods 
mercy? to couMe humane works, with di- 
vine grace?& yourdeſerving, with Chriſts 
redeeming? In thus dealing with your 
{clues, you doe but danne your (clues, as 
ye may behold by me,whatdeſertis due ro 
you; moſt extreme wrath, for contemning 
of grace, Ye may not patch an olde gat- 
ment with new cloth,nor powre new wine 
into 
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into old bottles, but muſt be either al dew, 
orail old; all hote, or all cold; all Moſes, or 
all Chriſt; a}l works,or all grace: torin the 
a@t of ſaluation , there can by no meanes 
be any botching of new and olde; merits 
and grace; workes and fayth; heauen and 
earth; God and man both together, Alas, 
ſayth Gregory, Humana 1uſttcia, diuine rufts- 
cie comparata,iniaſticia eſt : quia vt lucerne 
in tenebr1is lucere cernitur, £6, For euen as 
a candle in the dark night doth ſhinewich 
brightnes, but in the bright ſunne, is ſha- 
dowed in darknes : ſo humane righteouf 
nes may ſhine before men, in darknes, but 
cannot bur bec darkened by the ſhining 
righteouſnes of God, 

Let vs thereforc rake heed,leſt by erro- 
nious opinions, we preterrethe peruerines 
of our owne wils,betore the Lay of God, 
whichis the pleaſure of his will, leſt hee 
make the law(! fay,his reuealed will)ro be 
a trayne"to the frowardnes of our owne 
will, to bring vs by the conſent of our 
froward wall, vnto deſtruction, according 
to the juſt purpoſe of his vvill. 


And 
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And thus haue ye heard both the foule- 
nefle of the cauſe, and of thecrime. 

Ow followeth to bee expreſſed; The 
greatmeſſe of the payne,whichis no leſle, 
then to be vomited out of the Lords mouth. 

Whereby if this were only meant, thar 
all Neuters, for their hypocriſy and diſh- 
mulation, ſhould be caſt out of fauor with 
the Sonne of God, it were a moſt wofull 
and importable chaſtiſement, if we conf!- 
derof his divine nature rightly, what-the 
Sonne of Godis,that is the ſame God,that 
is ynto vs the cauſe of all our bcing, the 
fountayneof all life, the founder of all ioy, 
8 the mirrour of all goodnes: for he is the 
Word eternall, that is,God almighty; by 
whom all thingsare made, in who is life, 
and of whoſe'fulneſſe we receyue what- 
locuer good we haue, 

Whereby it muſt of neceſſity folloyv, 
that vvithout the fauour of this vniuerſal} 
cauſe, vvhich is all in all, vvee muſt needs 
be annihilated tonothing; and being no= 
thing, yet remayne ſucha thing notvvith- 
ſtiding,as 1s vvithout him; in death, vvith- 

out 
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OUT life, ſubliſting, without being ; defiſ. 
ring, vvithout dying; in life,neucr ioying; 
in death, euer dying. 

But now,by this vomiting,is meant more 
then a bare cieing out of fauour; for 
hereinis expreſſed a fearefull and violent 
caſting out in anger : For in this Simile, 
the Church is compared to the ſtomacke; 
the luke-warme Neuter, to the luke-warm 
water; and their grieuous diſturbance, to 
noyſome vomtings. 

The Church is copared to the ſtomacke, 
becauſe, as the ſtomacke by altering and 
concoRting the nouriſhment receyued , 
feedeth& preleructh the parts ofthe bogy: 
fothe Church,by concoQing & diſgeſting* 
the food of life, doth nouriſh and preſerue 
the body of Chriſt,euen in ſuch fort,as frs 
out of food in the ſtomack,rhe liuer draw. 
eth bloud; the hart,ſpirit; the brayn,ſence; 
the linewes, ſtrength; the veynes, nouriſh- 
met; the body,life:{o out of the fo0Jof im- 
mortality, which is the word of God, thar 
is in the Church,tocuery meber of Chriſt, 
doth the hart draw faith;the wil,obediece; 

the 
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the vnderſtanding,knowledge; the conſci- 
eace,comfort; the body, immortality;and 
rhe ſoule,all felicity; and that allo, atter ſo 
rare and ſtupendiousan order,that cuen as 
theſtomake,ſo doth it quicken, by killing; 
reuiue, by d:ſtroying; grow wile, by foo- 
liſhnes; obey,by rebeiling againſt irs owne 
fleſh; obtaynelife,through death; teliciry, 
through miſcry; and eternity out of mor- 
rality, 

The Neuters are compared vnto luke- 
warme water, which to a taſting ſtomack, 
being receiued,is hurttull; whiles it remai- 
neth,is griet-ful;& being eieed,is ſhame- 
fall; becauſc all Neuters are cuen ſuch in 
the Church of G9d,not only by hindring 
the worke of Gods Spirit inthe Church, 
bur alſo by the vaquieting and diſturbing 
of the ſame. 

Their great and grieuous Jiſturbings 
are comparedto noylome vomitings; be- 
cauſe as that which breedeth vomiting, is 
caſt out with hatred,for that it is enemy to 
nature; with violence, becauſe it oppreſ- 
ſeth the ftomacke, with ſhamefulneſle, be- 
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cauſe the defilings thereof are laid opeh to 
the eye; and hnally, ſo eiefed, as never a- 
gayne to be receyued, Soall incorrigible 
Neurers, ſhall by the LOR D himſelfebe 
r>rowne out of the Church, as filthy vo- 
mitings out of the ſtomacke, & that, with 
hatred, becauſe they are enemies vnito 
Chriſt; and with violence, becauſe they 
hurtand oppreſfſe the Church; and vvith 
ſhamc,becauſe their hypocriſy ſhalbe made 
knowne; & finally, caſt out ot the Church, 
neuer againe to be receyued; becauſethar 
while they were inthe Church,they could 
neuer bee amended : wherethe hatred of 
eietion doeth ſhew the deteſtation of the 
crime; the violence,the mightineſlc of the 
payne; the ſhame,the horror of confuſion; 
and the neuer receyuing , the eternity of 
deſtruftion, 

Then, if itbe ſuch a wofullthing, as ic 
hath bene declared, for Neurers to be caſt 
out of fauour with the Sorine of God, 
what is-it (I pray you) thus to endure the 
fierceneſle of his anger? 1f it be ſomilſe- 
rable, tobe depriued of the comfort of his 
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#co&dnefle, how importable, to beare the 
heauy wrath of his greatnes? who is to 
the wicked, in terrour, the God of venge- 
ancc; in nature, conſuming fice; in wrath, 
burning ielouſie; his face, lightning, his 
yoyce, thunder; his diſpleaſure,death, his 
breath, a river of brimſtone; his lippes, a 
floud of indignation; his tongue,a deuou- 
ring flame; as the Lord doeth witneſfe of 
himſclfe, Devz.4.. & 32. E/.30- wherethe 
mighty terrour of Gods ercrnall Maieſty 
1s deſcribed, to make it knowne,that as the 
eruerſnes of ſinners is incorrigible, ſo his 
wrath towards them is implacable; and as 
Neurters faults areintoleravle, fo their pu- 
niſhmentsare vomeaſureable, that ſothere 
may be a proportion ot iuſtice berweene 
their crime, and his doome; that cuen as 
in this world they would neucr want fin, 
ſoin the world to come,they ſhould neuer 
Wherefore to conclude, ſceing that the 
wrath of God, is in this fearcfull maner 
reueyled from heauen,again(tall vngodli- 
nes and ynrighteouſnes of mcn,how care- 
tully 
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fully are we here to conſider of our ſelies, 
how neere this reprehefion may touch vs. 

All men, by the cenfure of Chriſt, arc 
either hore in Religio,or of neceſſity cold, 
or cl{e only luke-warm;8 ſo,either Saints 
in piety, miſcreants in iniquity, or Neu- 
ters for hypocriſy, What may herciniuſtly 
be deemed of vs ?are we Saints? (I would 
ro God weall were, as no doubt, but the 
Lord hath his.)Ler cucry man iudpe him- 
ſelte: if wee be Saints, where is then-our 
workes? if miſcreants, whete is then our 
comfort? if Neuters, where is then our 
conſcience, when the Sonne of God ſhall 
come in flaming fire, rendring recompeEce 
vnto them that doe not know God, and 
which obey notthe Goſpellof our Lord 
Ieſus Chriſt? Are wee baptized withthe 
ſpirit and with fire?are weferuent in ſpirit? 
lucentinlife? ardent in zealc? ſhining in 
works? burning in loue? orin the middeſt 
of light,remayning in darknes? inthe time 
of truth, abicing in crrour ? in theſe dayes 
of grace, liue ſtill in ſinne? nay, are wenot 
coldrather, which cucry where preferre 
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ple:Yure before piery, tharwe will take no 
1-ayne, no, not to purchaſe ioy ? which 
eſtecme ot gayne ſo much aboue godli- 
nes, that we wil take no loſſe,no,not towin 
heauen,in whs all afteRions grow ſo cold, 
in reſpect of Lady Money, that for ber 
loue, men are brought eyen vniuerſally 
tobe vniuſt rotheir owne neighbours; vn- 
faithfull to rheir owne friends; vonkinde to 
their owne kinne; vnnaturall to their owne 
parents; vntruſty to their owne Country; 
vntruc to their owne Prince, impious to 
their owne God; mercileſſeto all others; 
& moſt miſerable to their own ſelues. And 
yet, we are notonely thus too cold; but 
contrarywiſe, as much too hote 2 roo 
cold, becauſe wee want zeale; too hote, 
becauſe wee want patience; too colde, 
becauſe wee want charity; tov hote, be. 
cauſe wee want modeſty; too cold, be- 
cauſe wee want fidelity; too hote, be- 
cauſe wee want our willes, 

If this bee true (beloued) whereof 
ſhould I firſt complayne? Of our vn- 
gratclulneſle? or our vngodlineſſe? Our 
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e our Countrey, eſpecially this Ci- 
ty , a City of viſions, a SanQuary of 
that. after ſo many graces and kindnefſles 
towards vs, wee ſhould bee rowards him, 
neirher ew noroldin profeſſion, hotenor 
cold in affeRion, hſh nor fleſh in Religion, 
enordarknes in conuerfarion: Our vr« 
ineſſe, to tnake the Church of God, 
_ of Saints, by our defilings, an 
tation for Dragons, Res.19, 
this be not ufc what argue theſe 
cu contentiafis among vs; this-mani- 
A eng. and couzcriage inall ſorts; 


inall wk es thiscom- 
Fr rv ing in all contracts this priuy re= 
ving of all hands; this ſhouldering and 
Fas moni againſt all rightzthis extor- 
on allpartshis immode- 
bs com roall luſk&rhis defiling 
of aur felues with all vice? Hath the Lord 
therefore iuen vsthe dininenefle of his 
truth,goodnes of peace, greatnes of plen= 
ty, ſwectnes of hcalth,brightnes of — 
ks t 


efulneſſe, that whereas God hath 
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thatye living in tranquility, io ſafety, 
ſecurity, ſhould A —_—_ n 
licenciouſnes and voluptuouſnes of plex 
{urezafter ſo long preaching of he pe 
tobea great part counterfets of holine {A 
ſcrpents of wilineſſe, Satans of wickegdnes, 
monſters of vglineſse, & dung-hils of file 
thineſle ? 


Oh, how okeg bath the Lord admonk | 


ſhed vs of theſe monſtrous. and: prog) 
Ous behauiours, by monſters may ( 
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gics of the land? How. often, bath. 
threarned by Commets& bgnes from hea 
uen? And yet we ſtillremayne more deay 
& ſercekfe then heeanh: nay,the deas 
20d ſercelese carth hath generally quae 
ked, yet we have never bepeabalbedithe 
$reat & mighty waters haue Oarte ſbacke, 


yet have notwee changed the courſe, 
our lines. The enemies ſword hath been 
xceady r0 cut ourthroats, Yetare.not. 
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ready tocur off our. finnes, The ia 
bin plucked, for our vaworthineſſe, fro 0! 
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bur diſobedience, The Plague of Feſti- 
tence harh gone ouer our land; and now 
thepoyſonrageth inthisthe head City of 
theſams; yetarenorwe cured of the bot. 
ches, wounds andfſores of our impoyſy- 
nedcorruptions, 

How hath the Land beene ſhaken by 

deepe and fecret Treaſons, whileſt wee 
haue remayned lefle moucable then the 
rockes! 
__ Whyifthe Lord can neyther winne 
vs by his bounty, norallare vs by hismer- 
cies, nor periwade vs by histrueth, nor 
| makevs heedfull by his warning,nor feare- 
full by threatning, whar ſhall become of 
vs? Are wee better then the Laodiceans? 
or will God fpare vs, that hath fo grie- 
vouſly puniſhed them? Nay rather,” a5 
God hath for their Neutrality caſt out 
them, fo will hee likewiſe, for our hyp0- 
criſy, vomitout vs, 

Altthefe Churchegof Afia there men- 
tioned, the many and mighty kingdomes 
of Greece, with the lare noble Rea!:nes 
of Hungary and Livonia, may atthis day 
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be ſpectacles of calamity, to forewarne vs, 
it wee bee wiſe, who,becaule they trode 
vnder foot the eternall yetity, of rhe Saints 
ot Godby their filthy lite;are now trodden 
themſelues vnder foot,by the filthy Tuwtke, 
& cuery man of them by ſo much the maxe 
abuſed,as he is the more enriched with the 
ornaments of grace. 

In like maner aſſure your {clues, if we 
live protanely vnder the proteQion of 
Gods holy Name, he will take away the 
Golſpell of the Kingdome from vs, and 
giucitto a Nation, that ſhall bring forth 
the fruites of it. And the more that his 
loue hath beene rowards vs, the more 
will his wrath bee, to recompence the 
grcatneſſe of benefits, with the greatnes 
of puniſhments, if by our coldnes we pro- 
uoke him thereunto. 

Which plagues, that GOD may 
turne away from vs, Iet.vs humbly pray 
him, to turne our. hearts towards him, 
that we may withall our hearts (crue him, 
and hee with all his goodneſle bleſle vs; 
chat wee paſling the rymp of this our 
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pilgrimage in his feare, may paſſe thereſt 
of thetime in his ioy,to the prayſeof che 
elory and rich grace, which hee hath 


cowards vs in IESVS CHRIST, 


To whome, with the Father, and the 
holy Spirit, three Perſons and one. 
God, bee aſcribed all honour 
and glory, prayſe and 
chanksgiuing , for 
cuer and cuer, 
Amen, 


FINIS, 


